
  
1835 Main Street, Ste 101   855-999-4772 
Weston, FL 33326 
 
February 23, 2023  
 
To whom it may concern:  
 
We are reaching out to clarify a critical issue for EB-5 investors regarding the processing of I-
526’s and I-526E’s. Currently, there is a belief that rural projects will receive priority processing; 
however, USCIS has not defined what this means and how it will affect the overall processing 
timeline. On the contrary, USCIS has defined that petitions with an already reviewed project will 
move into a different line than those projects that have not been previously reviewed.  On October 
19, 2022, USCIS stated: 
 

“The third queue contains I-526 petitions that have an available (or soon to be 
available) visa and either a reviewed project or “non-pooled” (single investor) 
standalone project. This queue is organized by receipt date of the I-526 petition 
(from oldest to newest). This is the queue from which Form I-526 petitions are 
assigned to officers for adjudication. Petitions are generally assigned to officers in 
first-in, first-out order.”   
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/data/National%20Engagement
-EB-5%20Immigrant%20Investor%20Program.pdf.  See p. 11. 
 

Our project is a “reviewed project.”  It is exemplar approved.   
 
Under Section C.2.b of the settlement agreement, USCIS agreed to give deference to previously 
exemplar approved projects. USCIS only required proof of compliance with new components of 
the RIA like securities, etc.  The settlement also states under B.2b. that “investors in projects 
sponsored by Previously Approved Regional Centers [like the Four Seasons New Orleans project] 
need not wait for approval of Form I-956 in order to file and receive adjudication on any other 
Forms [such at the I-526e].”  (emphasis added).  This means that investors in the Four Seasons 
New Orleans project should be placed in a different line and receive faster processing. 
 
We believe this is a major marketing advantage for your investors.   
  
Let us know if you have any questions. 
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visa, and the target inventory level maintained by the U.S. Department of State for the EB-5 visa 
category. This calculation indicates which Form I-526 petitions associated with each 
oversubscribed country have visas available or soon to be available for purposes of the visa 
availability approach.    
 
Based on the above determinations regarding visa availability, IPO queues up its I-526 inventory 
into the following three workflows on a monthly basis.   

• The first queue contains Form I-526 petitions where a visa is not yet available or soon to 
be available and is ordered first-in, first-out.  These cases are added into the second or 
third queues (described below) each month if visa availability is established according to 
the calculation described above.  If so, at the beginning of each month, petitions move 
into the second queue if a project review is required, or into the third queue if a project 
review has been completed or if the petition is a non-pooled (single investor) 
“standalone” case (that is, not associated with a regional center).   
 

• The second queue contains petitions related to projects that IPO has not previously 
reviewed and have a visa immediately available or soon to be available.  This includes 
“pooled standalone” cases (that is, cases where multiple petitioners have invested into 
the same new commercial enterprise that is not associated with a regional center).  The 
second queue is organized by the filing date of the oldest pending petition associated 
with the project in that queue.  In other words, IPO reviews projects in the second queue 
in order from oldest to newest.  After the project review is complete, any petitions from 
the second queue associated with that same project will be added to the third queue to 
be assigned out for adjudication so long as a visa is still available or soon to be available.  
The purpose of reviewing the project is so that USCIS may examine evidence that may 
apply across multiple Form I-526 petitions up front (that is, before the associated 
petitions are assigned to various adjudicators).  
  

• The third queue contains I-526 petitions that have an available (or soon to be available) 
visa and either a reviewed project or “non-pooled” (single investor) standalone project. 
This queue is organized by receipt date of the I-526 petition (from oldest to newest). This 
is the queue from which Form I-526 petitions are assigned to officers for adjudication. 
Petitions are generally assigned to officers in first-in, first-out order.  

 
Since the statutory authorization related to the regional center program was renewed, my 
division has also focused on adjudicating the I-526 petitions that were already in the process of 
being adjudicated pre-sunset (for example, cases where USCIS has already issued an RFE or a 
NOID).   
 
Talking about the new legislation, I want to share some updates: 
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